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do?lang=en), 558 scanned 

maps from the collections of 

The Scientific Library Olomouc 

are accessible via the library's 

own homepage (http://mapy.

vkol.cz/). The same library pro-

vides access via its homepage 

to 83 digitized manuscripts and 

incunabulas and 7 old prints 

from its collections (http://dig.

vkol.cz/). Extremely interesting 

is the recently launched search 

and display interface providing 

access to the digitized maps of 

The Moravian Library, in partic-

ular for its sophisticated 

search system (http://timemap.

mzk.cz/).

Digitization activities were from 

the very beginning focussed, 

naturally, on the scanning of 

historical book collections, pri-

oritizing medieval manuscripts, 

incunabulas and old prints. 

However, this focus of atten-

tion changed comparatively 

quickly, and happily, turned to 

more recent books which are, 

nevertheless, in many respects 

more endangered by decay due 

to the fragility of the acid 

paper. As it was shown, the 

most important digitization 

projects in the Czech Republic 

are Manuscriptorium for the 

historical collections and 

Kramerius for the more recent 

ones. Nonetheless, the other 

digitized collections, displayed 

on the home pages of particu-

lar libraries, should not be 

omitted. 

„Search and display interface of the digitized maps project run 
by the Moravian University.“

 „Medieval manuscript Petri Rigae Aurora seu Biblia versificata. 1200-1250, digitized 
by AiP Beroun, accessible on the webpage of The Scientific Library Olomouc“
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BHL Digitisation at the Natural History 
Museum, London.

Bernard Scaife, Digital Library Manager, Natural 

History Museum, London 2009-07-23

The Natural History Museum, London (NHML) has 

been involved in BHL since day one. Our involve-

ment with the planning led to us being tasked with 

the creation of a Serials Mashup, designed to ana-

lyse our holdings, identify duplicate materials and 

divide the scanning responsibilities amongst the 

participating institutions. This is still running 

today, although hopefully will be greatly enhanced 

thanks to the BHL Europe project.

For our own contribution of content at NHML, we 

have been using a single Scribe scanner which is 

leased from the Internet Archive, the BHL’s scan-

ning partner. This is a manually operated 

machine, comprising a cradle operated by a foot 

pedal and two mounted Canon cameras. The first 

step is to retrieve the catalogue record associated 

with the item. This is achieved using Z39.50. The 

book is then scanned from cover to cover (two 

shots per page spread). An additional step to 

insert foldouts using a separate camera setup 

was introduced about eight months after we start-

ed scanning, reflecting the fact that a large quan-

tity of our material includes foldouts of differing 

sizes. 

Following the scanning, a Quality Assurance 

process is undertaken which is based upon ANSI 

z1.4 1993 Table 1, General Level 2. At this stage, 

physical page numbers are associated to the 

images in batch and an assertion made regarding 

the page type (e.g. cover, page).

The next stage is to ftp (or “pipe” in IA parlance) 

the book to the Internet Archive server. The raw 

files are further post processed to create surro-

gates in other formats such as pdf and the con-

tent is OCR’d to make it searchable. The package 

is stored on the IA servers and public access 

made available.

There is a whole other process whereby the con-

tent gets ingested to the BHL’s website, but that 

will have to be the subject of another article.

Returning to our local processes at the NHML, 

there is a lot of preparation before the book ends 

up on a trolley ready to be scanned by the IA. 

First, we have to decide what we want to scan. 

This was heavily influenced by copyright issues 

in the early days. UK copyright legislation is quite 

restrictive, and we underwent a risk management 

process to conclude what date would be a sensi-

ble cut-off before which it was safe to digitise. The 

conclusion was pre-1860, so the majority of our 

materials are currently from that period. The other 

decision was to start with serials. The reason for 

this is that in many of our catalogues, the energy 

expended in de-duplicating serial titles was well 

worth it as de-duplicating one title could reveal 

many shelves of volumes of material which could 

be scanned, due to the common practice of not 

cataloguing serials at volume, but at title level.

The next stage is to ensure that it hasn’t already 

been scanned (the Serials mashup is used for this 

purpose) and to place notice of our intention to 

scan alongside the title so other institutions will 

know not to scan it themselves.
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There are some condition and size tests that have 

to be applied before the next stage can happen,  

but on the whole, this has not proved to be prob-

lematic despite the age of the material we are 

scanning.

Next, the books are prepared for scanning using 

our in-house Scanning Management System 

(SMS). In technical terms, this is an addition to the 

serials mashup functionality that we use. 

Practically, the workflow is to ensure the title is on 

the system, confirmed as not already scanned, 

and is copyright clear. Then, a packing list is 

made. A packing list is a list of books to be sup-

plied on one trolley. We aim to supply between 40 

and 50 volumes per trolley. When we are building 

a packing list, we take the opportunity to not only 

link the volume to the correct catalogue system 

number (which the IA use to retrieve the record),

but also to add some metadata about the volume 

number and date so that each volume is distin-

guishable from its neighbour on the website.

The trolley is then delivered to the IA. Using the 

same SMS, they simply enter the catalogue system 

number from the slip of paper in the book and this 

information populates their form with the biblio-

graphic and volume level metadata. This process 

is called “Wonderfetch”.

See below for some photos of the Scribe machine.

https://bhl.wikispaces.com/NHM+Photos
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